
Timeline Themes/Enduring Understandings/Essential Questions for 
the Unit

Common Core Standards 
Addressed

Assessments Standards Based Skills and Concepts 
Targeted

Strategies/Practices Used to Teach Skills 
and Concepts

Resources/Texts Used

QUARTER 1

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                     
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                          
History of Islam in the U.S.                                                                    
Enduring Understanding                                          
Understanding of Muslim slaves, their educational and 
social backgrounds, slave narratives, the forced conversion 
of slaves, and related issues.                                                   Skill  
Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion of Muslim slaves, their 
educational and social backgrounds, slave 
narratives, the forced conversion of 
slaves, and related issues. Discussion of 
migration of Muslims in the late 1800’s 
and early 1900’s and their assimilation into 
society. Discussion of migration of 
Muslims in the 1950’s, 1960’s to current 
times, including refugees. Discussion of 
the demographics of Muslims in the US 
and review of various studies and polls of 
the Muslim community in the U.S. 
Discussion of the Nation of Islam, their 
beliefs and practices, the transformation of 
the Nation following the death of Elijah 
Muhammad, and the impact of the Nation 
on the mainstream Muslim community. 
Discussion of intra-Muslim conflicts, 

 /  

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

Teacher resources and articles

QUARTER 2

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                      
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                
Understanding American culture                                                       
Enduring Understanding                                             
Understanding the various Christian denominations, 
including Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox, including the 
demographics of these denominations in the U.S. and 
worldwide.                                                                                     Skill  
Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Basics of Christianity. Will discuss the various 
Christian denominations, including Catholics, 
Protestants and Orthodox, including the 
demographics of these denominations in the 
U.S. and worldwide. Will discuss the history 
of Christianity, including Jesus and Mary, and 
will compare the Muslim and Christian views. 
Will discuss Christian history, including early 
councils, the split with the orthodox, the 
Christian reformation, the crusades and 
current issues. Will discuss basic beliefs 
related to Jesus, salvation, sacraments, works, 
free will, and other similarities and differences 
between Christian denominations. Will 
discuss Christian symbols, the New 
Testament, and contemporary issues, 
including the “Christian Right” and 
“fundamentalist” Christians.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

Teacher resources and articles

QUARTER 2

CO  MPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                            
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                                                                        
What are the basic beliefs of Judaism ?                                                           
Enduring Understanding                                              
Understanding of basic beliefs of Judaism, including 
similarities and differences between orthodox, reform, 
conservative, haredim, etc.                                                      Skill  
Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Basics of Judaism. Will discuss basic beliefs 
of Judaism, including similarities and 
differences between orthodox, reform, 
conservative, haredim, etc. Will discuss “who 
is a Jew” and Judaism as a religion and as a 
community. Will discuss the Hebrew Bible 
and compare and contrast the stories of 
patriarchs that are common to Judaism and 
Islam. Will discuss the Torah, Talmud, Gemara, 
Halacha, Mitvot, etc. Will discuss the 
significance of the Cairo and Afghan Genizas. 
Will discuss the history of Jews and Judaism, 
and the historical relationship between Jews 
and Muslims, including the Haram Al-Sharif 
and the attempts to destroy the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al-Aksa Mosque. Will discuss 
Jewish holidays and various Jewish symbols 
and religious practices. Will discuss the 
demographics of the Jewish community 
nationally and internationally.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

Teacher resources and articles

QUARTER 2

                                                                                       
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                    
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                           What 
is meant by Popular American Culture?                                                                                                                                                       
Enduring Understanding                                               
Understanding popular culture is an important component 
to being able to perform effective outreach in the general 
community                                                                               Skill  
Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion of how an understanding of 
popular culture is an important component 
to being able to perform effective outreach in 
the general community. Will briefly review 
post-WWII American society, the Baby 
Boomers, the Hippie Generation, the Sexual 
Revolution, the Civil Rights Movement, etc. 
Will also discuss how popular culture 
(movies, music, social media) are important 
components of American culture.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

QUARTER 3

 CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                                                             
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                        What 
is the significance of 'Bioethics, Science and Religion'?                                                                                         
Enduring Understanding                                      Understanding 
the Islamic perspective of issues related to 'Bioethics, 
Science and Religion'.                                                     Skill  
Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion of the Muslim understanding of 
Euthanasia and Suicide, “end of life” 
decisions; organ donations; human closing, 
test tube babies and surrogacy; genetic 
engineering; and other bioethical issues. Will 
discuss the historical Muslim attitude toward 
science and discuss the Qur’anic and Biblical 
issues related to faith and science.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

QUARTER 3

                                                                                 CONTEMPORARY 
ISSUES IN ISLAM                                  Essential Questions for 
the Unit:                                            What is the Islamic 
perspective on 'Gender Roles, Gender Relations, Marriage 
and Divorce'?                                                                                         
Enduring Understanding                                      Understanding 
of religion and culture as it relates to Husband-Wife 
roles/responsibilities, especially in the Muslim community 
and in predominately Muslim countries.                                                                                                        
Skill  Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion of religion and culture as it relates 
to Husband-Wife roles/responsibilities, 
especially in the Muslim community and in 
predominately Muslim countries. Review of 
practices and problems often associated with 
Islam and Muslims, including child brides, 
domestic abuse, honor killings, feminism and 
gender equality, FGM and other practices; 
discuss the Muslim view of homosexuality 
and examine how Muslim civil rights in the 
U.S. is related to the rights of other groups, 
including homosexuals; discussion of the 
increase in Muslim divorces and the long term 
impact of interfaith marriages; discussion of 
what is Islamic attire in the American context.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

QUARTER 4

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                            
Essential Questions:                                                                       
What is the relationship between reason and Knowledge?                                                                                                                            
Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand traditional Islamic views and  the role 
of ijtihad in the context of modern issues.                                     
They will understand traditional and modern views on apostacy.                                                                                             
Skill  Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how to 
interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary issues 
related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skillsWhat is the 
relationship between reason and knowledge?

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion of the relationship between 
reason and knowledge; examination of 
Freedom of Expression under U.S. laws and 
under traditional Islamic laws; examination of 
pluralism in Islamic theology and history; 
discussion of ijtihad and taqlid and the 
impact of each on societies. Discussion of 
traditional and modern views of apostacy.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

Teacher resources and articles

QUARTER 4

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                     
Essential Questions:                                                                      
What is the discourse of Religion v. Spirituality from an 
Islamic perspective?                                                                                                                              
Enduring Understandings: 
Discerning and appreciating the difference between blind 
following of faith as compared to understanding of one’s 
faith.                                                                                                          
Skill  Development
1. Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills
2. Understanding our society and our community and how 
to interact with and reach out to the general population
3. Understanding various historical and contemporary 
issues related to religion and politics
4. Developing effective communication skills

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Discussion regarding the blind following of 
faith as compared to understanding of one’s 
faith. Comparing those who focus on rituals 
and those who reject rituals and discussing 
the practice of religion in an increasingly non-
religious world increasing in atheism.

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading                                   

Teacher resources and articles

QUARTER 1

Whole group instruction                                       
Discussion and Debate.                                             
Critical Thinking                                                           
Small Group work                                                         
Pair and Share                                                         
Independent work-reflections                                    
Outlines of assigned reading

Teacher resources and articles CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN ISLAM                                                                                        
Essential Questions for the Unit:                                            
What is Islamophobia?                                                             
Enduring Understanding                                                      
Defining and understanding Islamophobia and the 
“Islamophobia industry” and examining how it is negatively 
impacting the Muslim community and contributing to the 
anti-Muslim attitudes in our society. 

NA In class discussions, Quizzes, 
Tests, and reflections

Defining and understanding Islamophobia 
and the “Islamophobia industry” and 
examining how it is negatively impacting 
the Muslim community and contributing to 
the anti-Muslim attitudes in our society. 
Will read and analyze selections written by 
anti-Muslim writers. Will review studies 
that analyze the “Islamophobia Network” 
in the U.S., including a review of anti-
Muslim writers, funders, media enablers, 
etc. Will analyze the goals and objectives 
of Islamophobes, including religious and 
political agendas. Will examine how anti-
Muslim attitudes permeate popular 
culture. Will compare contemporary 
Islamophobia with historical stereotypes of 
Muslims and denigration of Islam and 




	12TH GRADE

